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CLASSROOM Pre-HKDSE Listening and Integrated Skills offers a diverse range of 
question types and authentic text types, specifically tailored for junior secondary students preparing 
for the challenges of senior secondary when they tackle the HKDSE.

Starting early is key to mastering essential skills of listening, data file manipulation, and official 
writing. This book encourages early practice, helping students build a strong foundation from the 
very beginning. With its clear, step-by-step approach, this book guides learners through essential 
skills, steadily building their competence and confidence.

The thoughtfully crafted tasks and relevant themes aligned with main textbooks, making it an 
ideal study companion. If you aim to improve your exam performance, this book is your go-to guide 
for achieving high scores and mastering skills with ease.

Preface

•	 Odd numbered units (1, 3, 5, 7, 9) focus on Part A (Listening) skills. 
Even numbered units (2, 4, 6, 8, 10) train techniques used in Part B (Integrated Skills).

•	 Each unit is complete with Vocab Bash (preparing students for the upcoming training by getting 
familiar with themed words), Skills Training Ground (with detailed explanation of each skill 
followed by training with tasks and soundtracks that mirror the HKDSE exam format), and full 
Practices (on a separate Practice Booklet).

/ 15
REC 4.5 mins

A microphone indicates 
a recording is included 
in the task

Max points earned for the task

Suggested time to 
complete the task

Unlock online resources with the QR codes below.

  �  Get access to all the soundtracks and transcripts of the tasks, practices 
and appendices.

� A glossary of challenging words with dictation quizzes to train spelling.  

  �  Hear/Here Soundalike Showdown: Distinguish between similar or same 
sounding words and train a better ear for note taking.
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Unit Vocab Bash Skills Trained Training Tasks Exams Corner Practice Tasks

M
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u
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e 
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1	� Hobbies 
(pp.4-9)

Interest Clubs 	 Listening for Likes and Dislikes
	 Identifying a Picture from a Set of Pictures
	 Listening for Sequence Words
	 Listening to Directions

	Completing a Table of Comparison
	Matching Correct Descriptions
	Arranging a Set of Pictures in the Correct Order
	 Labelling a Floor Plan

Listening (pp.18-19)
Two Dialogues

Speaking (pp.20-21)
Agreeing and 
Disagreeing
Giving Responses with 
Elaboration

	Completing an Application Form
	Making Corrections on a Poster

2	 Teen Problems
	 (pp.10-16)

Common Teenage Issues 	Taking Notes with Symbols 	Taking Notes on a Talk
	Writing a Letter of Advice

	Completing a Poster
	Completing a Bar Chart Analysis
	�Completing an Enrolment Form and 
Writing a Cheque

	Writing a Letter of Complaint

M
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W
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d 
U
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3	 Jobs
	 (pp.22-27)

Job Searching
Job Duties
Personalities

	 Listening to Job Details
	 Listening to Adjectives to Describe Personalities
	 Listening to Commands and Advice
	 Summarising Information

	Completing Job Advertisements
	 Filling in Profiles
	Completing Case Files
	Completing a Table of Dos and Don’ts
	Completing a Fact Sheet

Listening (pp.36-37)
One Poem

Speaking (pp.38-39)
Convincing Others of 
Your Opinion

	Completing Advertisement Forms
	Completing an Evaluation Form

4	 Charity
	 (pp.28-34)

Ways to Raise Funds for 
Charities

	Using the Correct Parts of Speech 	Completing a Leaflet
	Writing a Formal Letter

	Completing a Job Advertisement
	 Filling in Interview Evaluation Forms
	 Preparing an Orientation Sheet
	Completing a Job Application Form
	Writing an Application Letter

M
o

d
u

le
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rt
ai
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5	 Crime Story
	 (pp.40-45)

Related to Crime 	Reporting on an Incident
	Navigating a Floor Plan
	 Listening to Tone of Voice
	 Listening and Identifying Contradictions

	Completing Case Report Forms
	Marking Positions of Objects on a Floor Plan
	 Identifying a Speaker’s Emotional State
	 Filling in Statement Forms
	Completing Interview Notes

Listening (pp.54-55)
One Trailer of a Film

Speaking (pp.56-57)
Expressing Likes and 
Dislikes
Building on Others‘ 
Ideas

	 Filling in a Case Report Form
	Rearranging the Order of Events

6	 Watching TV
	 (pp.46-53)

TV Programmes
Adjectives to Describe TV 
Programmes

	Using the Correct Tenses 	Completing a Review
	Writing a Letter to the Editor

	Completing a Crime Report Form
	Marking Locations on a Map
	 Filling in Witness Report Forms
	Completing an Information Sheet
	Writing a Report

M
o

d
u

le
 D
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t 
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ng

7	 Healthy Life
	 (pp.58-63)

Fitness Equipment
Fitness Exercises

	 Listening to Item Descriptions
	 Taking Notes on a Mind Map
	 Listening for Alternatives
	 Listening to Changes in a Speech

	Matching Advertisements with Products
	Completing a Mind Map
	Documenting Professional Advice
	Completing Questionnaires

Listening (pp.72-73)
Two Dialogues

Speaking (pp.74-75)
Asking for Repetition
Asking for Clarification

	Completing Program Leaflets
	Completing a Membership Form

8	 Money Smart
	 (pp.64-71)

Related to Banking
Related to Money

	Turning Ideas into Complete Sentences 	Writing a Survey Report 	Completing a Product Order Form
	Preparing a Leaflet
	 Labelling New Products
	Completing a Mind Map
	Writing an Article

M
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e 
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9	 Air Travel
	 (pp.76-81)

Travel Details 	 Listening to Units of Measurement
	 Studying a Booking Form
	Listening for Modal Verbs
	 Interpreting Opinions

	Completing a Fact Sheet
	Reserving Seats on a Flight
	Completing a Flight Booking Form
	Listening to Packing Tips
	Completing Questionnaires

Listening (pp.90-93)
One Radio Show
One Dialogue

Speaking (pp.94-95)
Making Good Use of 
Linking Words 
Useful Speaking Tips

	Completing an Application Form
	Choosing among Options

10	Outdoor Activities
	 (pp.82-89)

Common Outdoor Activities 	Using the Appropriate Tone and Language 	Completing an Activity Report
	Writing a Proposal

	Completing Travel Advertisements
	Completing an Application Form
	� Preparing a Fact Sheet with Given 
Information

	Preparing an Outing Plan
	Writing a Notice

Appendix 1: Writing Formats and Samples (pp.96-104)  Appendix 2: Challenging Words in Each Module (pp.105-109)                              Appendix 3: English Names and Surnames (pp.110-111) Mock Paper
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Unit Vocab Bash Skills Trained Training Tasks Exams Corner Practice Tasks

M
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1	� Hobbies 
(pp.4-9)

Interest Clubs 	 Listening for Likes and Dislikes
	 Identifying a Picture from a Set of Pictures
	 Listening for Sequence Words
	 Listening to Directions

	Completing a Table of Comparison
	Matching Correct Descriptions
	Arranging a Set of Pictures in the Correct Order
	 Labelling a Floor Plan

Listening (pp.18-19)
Two Dialogues

Speaking (pp.20-21)
Agreeing and 
Disagreeing
Giving Responses with 
Elaboration

	Completing an Application Form
	Making Corrections on a Poster

2	 Teen Problems
	 (pp.10-16)

Common Teenage Issues 	Taking Notes with Symbols 	Taking Notes on a Talk
	Writing a Letter of Advice

	Completing a Poster
	Completing a Bar Chart Analysis
	�Completing an Enrolment Form and 
Writing a Cheque

	Writing a Letter of Complaint
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3	 Jobs
	 (pp.22-27)

Job Searching
Job Duties
Personalities

	 Listening to Job Details
	 Listening to Adjectives to Describe Personalities
	 Listening to Commands and Advice
	 Summarising Information

	Completing Job Advertisements
	 Filling in Profiles
	Completing Case Files
	Completing a Table of Dos and Don’ts
	Completing a Fact Sheet

Listening (pp.36-37)
One Poem

Speaking (pp.38-39)
Convincing Others of 
Your Opinion

	Completing Advertisement Forms
	Completing an Evaluation Form

4	 Charity
	 (pp.28-34)

Ways to Raise Funds for 
Charities

	Using the Correct Parts of Speech 	Completing a Leaflet
	Writing a Formal Letter

	Completing a Job Advertisement
	 Filling in Interview Evaluation Forms
	 Preparing an Orientation Sheet
	Completing a Job Application Form
	Writing an Application Letter

M
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u
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 C
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t

5	 Crime Story
	 (pp.40-45)

Related to Crime 	Reporting on an Incident
	Navigating a Floor Plan
	 Listening to Tone of Voice
	 Listening and Identifying Contradictions

	Completing Case Report Forms
	Marking Positions of Objects on a Floor Plan
	 Identifying a Speaker’s Emotional State
	 Filling in Statement Forms
	Completing Interview Notes

Listening (pp.54-55)
One Trailer of a Film

Speaking (pp.56-57)
Expressing Likes and 
Dislikes
Building on Others‘ 
Ideas

	 Filling in a Case Report Form
	Rearranging the Order of Events

6	 Watching TV
	 (pp.46-53)

TV Programmes
Adjectives to Describe TV 
Programmes

	Using the Correct Tenses 	Completing a Review
	Writing a Letter to the Editor

	Completing a Crime Report Form
	Marking Locations on a Map
	 Filling in Witness Report Forms
	Completing an Information Sheet
	Writing a Report

M
o
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u

le
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Sm
ar

t 
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ng

7	 Healthy Life
	 (pp.58-63)

Fitness Equipment
Fitness Exercises

	 Listening to Item Descriptions
	 Taking Notes on a Mind Map
	 Listening for Alternatives
	 Listening to Changes in a Speech

	Matching Advertisements with Products
	Completing a Mind Map
	Documenting Professional Advice
	Completing Questionnaires

Listening (pp.72-73)
Two Dialogues

Speaking (pp.74-75)
Asking for Repetition
Asking for Clarification

	Completing Program Leaflets
	Completing a Membership Form

8	 Money Smart
	 (pp.64-71)

Related to Banking
Related to Money

	Turning Ideas into Complete Sentences 	Writing a Survey Report 	Completing a Product Order Form
	Preparing a Leaflet
	 Labelling New Products
	Completing a Mind Map
	Writing an Article

M
o
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e

9	 Air Travel
	 (pp.76-81)

Travel Details 	 Listening to Units of Measurement
	 Studying a Booking Form
	Listening for Modal Verbs
	 Interpreting Opinions

	Completing a Fact Sheet
	Reserving Seats on a Flight
	Completing a Flight Booking Form
	Listening to Packing Tips
	Completing Questionnaires

Listening (pp.90-93)
One Radio Show
One Dialogue

Speaking (pp.94-95)
Making Good Use of 
Linking Words 
Useful Speaking Tips

	Completing an Application Form
	Choosing among Options

10	Outdoor Activities
	 (pp.82-89)

Common Outdoor Activities 	Using the Appropriate Tone and Language 	Completing an Activity Report
	Writing a Proposal

	Completing Travel Advertisements
	Completing an Application Form
	� Preparing a Fact Sheet with Given 
Information

	Preparing an Outing Plan
	Writing a Notice

Appendix 1: Writing Formats and Samples (pp.96-104)  Appendix 2: Challenging Words in Each Module (pp.105-109)                              Appendix 3: English Names and Surnames (pp.110-111) Mock Paper

In Practice Booklet!
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Main idea:
The note sheet 
asks you for 
details about 
the events in 
the Charity 
Fund-raising 
Week.

-	 Read the 
note sheet 
headings and 
guess what 
information 
you need to 
jot down.

 

 

 

Charity Fund-raising Week

Events Details

Charity Jumble Sale

Date:	

Time:	

Venue:	

Talent Show

Date:	

Time:	

Venue:	

Sponsored Walk

Participants should bring the following: 

•	

•	

•	

Situation

You are Bianca Kong, a Secondary 3 student in Grand Hill Secondary School. You are the 
chairperson of the Social Services Club and preparing for the Charity Fund-raising Week. 

You will listen to a conversation between you and Mr Tong, the club advisor. As you listen, 
you can make notes on the note sheet below.

Follow the instructions in the Question-Answer Book and on the recording to complete the 
task. You will find all the information you need in the Question-Answer Book, the Data File 
and on the recording.

You have five minutes to study the task and the Data File.

Look at the situation below. Study the aided Data File and complete the task on page 34. 
The hints on the right may help you with the task.

Training 1.2  Writing a Formal Letter
REC

/ 28

Data File 1 — Note-taking sheet
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31CLASSROOM Pre-HKDSE Listening and Integrated Skills

Data File 2 — Memo from the Principal

 Grand Hill Secondary School 

To: Chairperson, Social Services Club
From: Mr Y. T. Chan, the Principal  
The Charity Fund-raising Week is confirmed to be held from 6th to 12th November 
this year. We hope to raise funds for charitable organisations which help children 
in mainland China. 
Please help me draft a letter to inform parents and students about the Charity 
Fund-raising Week. In your letter, include the following points: 
1.	 Aim of the fund-raising week —  explain to them the problems children in 

mainland China are facing (refer to the newspaper article I have attached), tell 
them what our aim is.

2.	 Give information about the three events and ask students to join. Don’t forget 
to mention the details such as dates, times and venues.  Remember to provide 
contact information for signing up if necessary. 

3. 	Encourage parents and students to take part in the week. Finally,  ask them to 
visit our school website for further details.

Main idea:
This memo from 
the Principal asks 
‘you’ to draft a letter 
concerning the 
Charity Fund-raising 
Week.

-	 Highlight the 
important words 
in the three main 
points given by 
the Principal.

Module B Unit 4

Data File 3 — Magazine article about Chinese rural areas
Main idea:
This magazine article 
talks about two 
problems children in 
China are facing.

-	 Refer to the 
Principal’s memo 
and highlight the 
relevant points 
for the letter.

Difficult words:
Make ends meet 
(idiom) to earn 
enough money to 
support daily needs

Collapse (n.) the 
action of a building 
falling suddenly

China Scope	 Issue 39

Struggles of Children in Rural Areas
Many rural farmers in China have difficulty making ends meet. Many children 
have to drop out of school because their family cannot afford the school fees.

Many schools are poorly constructed. Large cracks can be found on the walls 
and thus the schools are in danger of collapse. Some classrooms do not have 
a roof or windows. Children play in a playground which is just an abandoned 
farmland, full of sharp rocks and broken glass.

Some charity organisations in Hong Kong are inviting people to become 
sponsors and help support the children’s education. They are also helping 
villagers build new schools and rebuild old schools. They are working to give 
mainland children a chance to receive education and provide them with a safer 
and more comfortable learning environment.
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94

YES
-	 A good learning experience
	 	 planning activities
	 	 outdoor adventures

-	 A chance to improve teacher-student 
relationship

	 	 team spirit
	 	 communication  better understanding

-	 Anything else you think is important

NO
-	 A waste of time
	 	 planning and shopping
	 	 many tests and exams  need time for 

rest or revision

-	 Learn very little
	 	 the group games are not educational
	 	 the activities lack variety and are 

boring

-	 Anything else you think is important

A. Making Good Use of Linking Words

To make our presentations fluent and organised, we can use linking words to connect 
different ideas.

To add something Also     As well     Besides     In addition     On top of that     What’s more

To compare In the same manner     In the same way     Similarly

To contrast Although     But     Even though     However     Still     While     Yet

To emphasise Again     As a matter of fact     In fact     Let alone     Not to mention

To give reasons As     Because     Because of     Due to     Since     The reason why

To show result As a result     Consequently     Hence     So     Therefore     Thus

To give examples For example     For instance     Including     Like     Such as

To end a speech Finally     In brief     Lastly     On the whole     To conclude     To sum up

Practice 1Practice 1
Prepare a two-minute presentation for the topic below. The suggested ideas may help you. 
Try to use the linking words above in your presentation.

	 Module E	

	 	 Exams Corner — Speaking

Should secondary schools organise annual school picnics for students?
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