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Grammar Focuses
Grammar in

Real Life
Grammar for

Writing

1 Present tenses

(P.8–16)

 1.1 Simple present tense 

 1.2 Present continuous tense

 1.3 Present perfect tense

 1.4 Present perfect continuous

  tense

Theme:

Amazing things

Module:

Popular culture

Text types:

Magazine

article

Conversation

Theme:

Hobbies and habits

Module:

Popular culture

Text type:

E-mail 

2 Past tenses

(P.17–25)

 2.1 Simple past tense

 2.2 Past continuous tense

 2.3 Past perfect tense 

 2.4 Past perfect continuous tense

Theme: 

Crime

Module:

Social issues 

Text types: 

News report

  Diary entry

Theme:

Successful athletes

Module:

Sports 

communication

Text type:

Magazine article

3 Future tenses

(P.26–34)

3.1 Simple future tense

3.2 Future continuous tense

3.3 Future perfect tense

3.4 Future perfect continuous

  tense

Theme: 

Leisure 

Module:

Popular culture

Text types: 

Weather report

  Text messages

Theme:

Technology

Module:

Popular culture

Text type:

Magazine article

Review 1 

(P.35–38)

4 Nouns and

 noun clauses

(P.39–49)

 4.1 Countable and uncountable

  nouns

4.2 Singular and plural nouns 

4.3 Quantity words 

4.4 Compound nouns 

4.5 Noun clauses

Theme: 

Food safety

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text types:

Comic strip

Letter of

complaint

Theme:

Unpleasant 

experience

Module:

Short stories

Text type:

Blog entry
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5 Articles and

 demonstrative

 determiners

(P.50–59)

5.1 A, an, the

5.2 Zero article

5.3 This, that, these, those 

Theme:

Travelling

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text types:

Brochure

Letter of

complaint

Theme:

Careers

Module:

Workplace

communication

Text type:

Letter of job 

application

6	 Quantifi	ers

(P.60–71)

6.1 Some / some of, any / any

  of, no, none / none of

6.2 Many, much, a lot of, plenty

  of, a little / little, a few / few,

  most / most of

6.3 Every / every one of, each /

  each of, all / all of

6.4 Both / both of, neither /

  neither of, either / either of

Theme:

Consumer rights

Module:

Social issues 

Text types:

News report

Fact sheet

Theme:

The world of sports

Module:

Sports

communication

Text type:

Encyclopedia entry 

7 Pronouns

(P.72–81)

7.1 Personal pronouns

7.2 Possessive adjectives, 

  possessive pronouns

7.3 Refl exive pronouns

7.4 Indefi nite pronouns

Theme:

Volunteering 

Module:

Social issues 

Text types:

Conversation

Magazine 

article 

Theme:

Poverty 

Module:

Social issues 

Text types:

Film review

Commentary

Review 2 

(P.82–85)

8 Agreement

(P.86–94)

8.1 Singular verbs 

8.2 Plural verbs 

8.3 Either singular or plural

  verbs

Theme:

Sports equipment

Module:

Sports 

communication

Text types:

Letter of advice

Magazine 

article

Theme:

Study programme 

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text types:

Poster

Letter of

sponsorship
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9 Transitive and

intransitive

verbs

(P.95–106)

9.1 Transitive verbs

9.2 Ditransitive verbs

9.3 Intransitive verbs

9.4 Verbs that are both transitive

  and intransitive

9.5 Complex transitive verbs

Theme: 

Getting along 

with others  

Module:

Debating

Text types:

E-mail

Debate speech

Theme: 

Environmental 

protection

Module:

Social issues

Text type:

Letter to the editor

10 Modal verbs

(P.107–116)

10.1 Characteristics of modal

  verbs

10.2 Asking for and giving

  permission 

10.3 Making requests

10.4 Giving advice and

  expressing obligation 

10.5 Expressing ability 

10.6 Expressing certainty

Theme: 

Health and fitness

Module:

Popular culture 

Text types:

FAQs

Diary entry

Theme: 

Careers

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text type:

Magazine article

11 Phrasal verbs

and idioms

(P.117–126)

11.1 Transitive and intransitive

  phrasal verbs

11.2 Separable and inseparable

  phrasal verbs

11.3 Three-part phrasal verbs 

11.4 Idioms

Theme: 

Discrimination

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text types:

Cartoon

Feature article

Theme: 

Animal protection

Module:

Social issues

Text type:

News article 

12 Gerunds and

	 infinitives

(P.127–137)

12.1 Gerunds

12.2 To-infinitives 

12.3 Either gerunds or 

  to-infinitives 

12.4 Using gerunds in special

  patterns

12.5 Using to-infinitives in

  special patterns

12.6 Bare infinitives 

Theme: 
Work and study 

Module:

Workplace 

communication 

Text types:

Magazine 

article

Letter of job 

application

Theme: 
Careers

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text type:

Diary entry 

Review 3 

(P.138–140)
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13 Adjectives

(P.141–150)

13.1 Functions of adjectives 

13.2 Order of adjectives

13.3 ‘–ing’ adjectives and ‘–ed’

  adjectives

13.4 Comparative and

  superlative adjectives 

13.5 Making comparisons 

13.6 Adjective patterns 

Theme: 

Film

Module:

Popular culture

Text types:

Film review

Conversation

Theme: 

Health and fitness

Module:

Popular culture

Text type:

Article

14 Adverbs

(P.151–160)

14.1 Adverbs of time

14.2 Adverbs of frequency

14.3 Adverbs of manner

14.4 Adverbs of degree

Theme: 

Teenage problems

Module:

Popular culture 

Text types:

Blog entry

Report

Theme: 

Study pressure

Module:

Drama

Text type:

Drama script

15 Prepositions

(P.161–170)

15.1 Prepositions of time

15.2 Prepositions of place

15.3 Prepositions of movement

Theme:

Film

Module:

Popular culture

Text types:

Radio interview

Leaflet

Theme: 

Nature preservation

Module:

Social issues

Text type:

Article

16 Relative

clauses

(P.171–180)

16.1 Relative pronouns

16.2 Defining relative clauses

16.3 Non-defining relative

  clauses

16.4 Prepositions before relative

  pronouns 

16.5 Reduced relative clauses

Theme:

Technology

Module:

Popular culture

Text type:

Product review

Theme:

Careers

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text type:

Job advertisement
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17 Participles

(P.181–192)

17.1 Participles as adjectives 

17.2 Participle phrases: 

  replacing relative clauses

17.3 Participle phrases:

  showing sequences of

  events 

17.4 Participle phrases:

  showing cause and effect 

Theme:

Entertainment  

Module:

Popular culture 

Text types: 

Concert review 

Text messages

Theme:

Crime 

Module:

Short stories

Text type: 

Story

Review 4 

(P.193–196)

18 Passive voice

(P.197–205)

18.1 Forms and functions 

18.2 Passive voice and tenses

18.3 Passive voice and modal

  verbs

18.4 Questions in the passive

  voice

18.5 Sentence patterns in the

  passive voice

Theme:

Environmental 

protection

Module:

Social issues 

Text types:

Radio interview 

Magazine

article

Theme:

Tourism

Module:

Social issues

Text type: 

Report

19 Questions

(P.206–215)

19.1 Open questions

19.2 Closed questions

19.3 Question tags

19.4 Indirect questions 

Theme:

Crime

Module:

Social issues

Text type:

News interview

Theme:

Careers 

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text type: 

Speech

20 Reported

speech

(P.216–225)

20.1 Reporting statements

20.2 Reporting questions

20.3 Reporting commands,

  requests and advice

Theme:

Business meeting

Module: 

Workplace 

communication

Text types:

Minutes

Conversation

Theme:

Stress

Module:

Workplace 

communication

Text types: 

Survey findings

Survey report
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21 Conditionals

(P.226–236)

21.1 Type 0 conditional

  sentences

21.2 Type 1 conditional

  sentences

21.3 Type 2 conditional

  sentences

21.4 Type 3 conditional

  sentences

21.5 Other conditional

  expressions

Theme:

Teenage life 

Module:

Popular culture

Text types:

Conversation

Diary entry

Theme:

Family problems

Module:

Drama

Text type:

Drama script

Review 5 

(P.237–240)

22 Inversion (P.241–247)

23 Expressing cause and effect (1) (P.248–251)

24 Expressing cause and effect (2) (P.252–255)

25 Expressing contrast and concession (P.256–261)

26 Expressing purposes (P.262–265)

Grammar Tips for HKDSE

Analysis of the four papers in HKDSE with relevance to grammar applications

 Reading (P.266–273)

 Writing (P.274–283)

 Listening and Integrated Skills (P.284–287)

 Speaking (P.288–295)

Appendices (P.296–304)

 Irregular verbs

 Phrasal verbs

 Comparatives and superlatives
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